NOT “IT"
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ORAL ELECTROLYTE
MAINTENANCE SOLUTION

alcolm was playing freeze tag

one day at recess with his friends

Stephanie, Alan and Shawn.
Stephanie was “It,” and they were all running
away from her.

Alan jumped up, grabbed onto the monkey bars
and climbed on top of them. “You'll never get
me!” he laughed as Stephanie tried to jump

up to grab his feet. Alan had a good spot, and
Stephanie decided to try and catch Shawn, who
was climbing up the ladder to the slide. All the
boys knew that if a girl caught you, she would
give you cooties. Ew!

Malcolm ran off to the end of the playground
to find a good hiding spot. He slid underneath
the carousel and scrunched up his legs so
Stephanie wouldn't find him. It was the best
hiding place ever!

And that's where he found it.

It was shiny and it stuck out just a little bit from
the dirt. It looked like something in a pirate’s
treasure chest—a big diamond ring. Wow! It
was heavy, too. Malcolm picked it up and put it
in his pocket. He was definitely going to put it in
his box of secret cool stuff when he got home.

But then he heard someone crying, and
Malcolm peeked over the edge of the carousel
to see what was going on. There was a lady
with a stroller, and she was crying.

"Oh, no,"” she said to the cooing baby in the
stroller. “We've just got to find my ring!”

Malcolm suddenly felt bad about putting the
ring in his secret cool stuff box and wanted to
run over to the lady to give her the ring. But he
saw Stephanie’s shoes coming toward him and
he definitely didn't want to be “It!”

Malcolm saw that the lady was about to walk
away, and he didn’t want her to leave without
the ring, so he ran and ran and ran as fast as
he could, with Stephanie just a few steps
behind him.

Malcolm made it just in time! Once the lady got
her ring back, she declared Malcolm “Not It”
for a million years, and Stephanie had to go
give her girl cooties to someone else.

THE END

QUESTIONS

Have you ever lost something
on the playground?

What was it?

What's your favorite game
to play outside?






